
Since 1971, Teens Conference has been a long-standing event where AFC 

has partnered with the local ethnic Chinese churches across Ontario.  It is a 

core event hosted by AFC that has bridged generations of those who have 

grown up in the church context, and has been a way for high school 

students to invite their friends to encounter Christ for the first time.  Teens 

Conference has served high school students for generations.  The 

conference has encouraged their walks and drawn them into a family of 

God that is bigger and greater than their immediate surroundings.  It is 

also a place where culture is shaped, where teenagers are challenged in 

their most formative years to make their faith personal.  This event has also 

grown into an opportunity for mentorship and discipleship, with hundreds 

of volunteers returning each year to serve and take bigger steps of faith 

and obedience.

In fact, this is our 47th year of Teens Conference!  This year’s theme is 

“This Hope”.  We live in a world that often seems so hopeless. To this 

generation of students, this sense of hopelessness can seem as if it’s the 

only reality.  Our newsfeeds on social media are bombarded with so many 

different issues on a daily basis, and there seems to be nothing we can do. 

Nothing we can do about the natural disasters and pandemic diseases.  

Nothing we can do about the manmade disasters, from crimes to politics.  

Nothing we can do for those struggling to understand their identity, and 

others who are wrestling with mental health issues.  But, the hardest still, is 

that there seems to be nothing we can do within ourselves as we fight for 

hope inside: mentally, physically, and even spiritually.  When we are honest, 

we know that the picture-perfect posts on social media are just a mask to 

hide the pain and imperfection.  Being faced by these things, both inside 

and out, what can we hold on to?  Where is our hope?  As Christians, we 

know that we have this hope.  This hope of glory, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who himself is our hope amid the turmoil.  More than only having hope for 

ourselves, we are also called to be an extension of this hope to our 

broken world.  At TC 2018, we pray to take each person on a journey to 

revisit the ageless truth of this hope that we have.  What is this hope?  

Who is this hope?  Where is this hope?  How can we live in light of this 

hope?

We are excited to share that the student-volunteer teams have almost all 

been formed, and most of them have already started planning and 

training together.  All in all, we had over 200 students apply to serve at 

this year’s conference.  Please pray for all our teams as we are given this 

precious opportunity to mentor and disciple these student leaders.  Our 

heart is that TC is not just a four-day event that happens once a 

year—we want to see these relationships and gifts of service continue 

afterwards, to spur one another on in each of our faith journeys.

You have a chance to be part of this amazing conference, to witness just 

how much more God has to offer us.  Stay tuned for registration and 

coaching opportunities!  Do check us out at www.afccanada.org/tc
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Mark your 2018 calendar:  March 12 to 15 (Monday to Thursday)
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