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Teens Conference 2016
— Still More

This year was our 45th Teens Conference. God is SO faithful. Over the

Letty Wong (Head of TC16)

course of the 4 days, we were able to see Ephesians come to life in all
aspects of the conference. We witnessed God at work in and through
each person that came through the doors. We behold His glory in
whatever part we played. We are so thankful to see how God brings a
community together to bring up this next generation. Will you
continue to join us in prayer, as the Still More that God has revealed is
lived out in and through each of us? To Him that is able to do far more
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. )Q
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Reflection on JuniorTC16
Steve Tu (Junior TC16 Speaker)

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” the Gospel writer
John says, “and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). This verse was my prayer
while preparing to speak at this year’s Junior High Teens Conference:
that the student participants, the cadre of volunteers, and all guests
and visitors might, when the two days were over, be able to say with
John, “We beheld his glory.”

Christian worship is akin to sitting in the theatre of God’s creation and
watching as he puts the work of his hands on display; and God’s most
glorious work is the finished work of Jesus. He is the effulgence of
God'’s glory (Heb 1:3), and the act of beholding him is what changes
us, degree by degree, into his likeness (2 Cor 3:18). To that end, |
preached a short four-part series at the Junior Teens Conference (TC),
straightforwardly titled “Doubt, Faith, Hope, Love.” | prayed that God
would use my words to help people behold Jesus better, more clearly,

more deeply, and that that vision might endure beyond March Break.

| told the TC campers it’s okay to have doubts — to admit them,
question them, bring them to the risen tomb; | told them how to
come to faith — in desperation, in full reliance on Jesus, forsaking
Christianity-as-hobby, embracing faith as a matter of life and death; |
told them to hope — that God in Christ accompanies them in the
midst of sufferings (sufferings, which by the way, are greater when
one follows Jesus); and | told them about love — which has zero to do
with either giftedness or moral goodness but is fruit proceeding from
communion with Jesus, and therefore the greatest resource we have
to love our neighbours as ourselves, and one another as Christ loved
us.

I longed to hear people leaving the Conference saying, “We beheld his
glory.”

I didn’t expect “We” would include me. | didn’t expect to hear so
many thoughtful questions from so many of the young Conference
attendees; or to be so encouraged by grade 11 and 12 student volun-
teers, many of whom spent months meeting, praying, rehearsing in
preparation, followed by back-to-back (and in many cases, back-to-
back-to-back) 15+ hour days serving; or to be so wowed by older (but
still young) adults taking vacation time from their own 9-5 M-F jobs to
minister to the students as coaches and mentors. It was a joy to sit in
on group discussions and Bible studies; to watch and cheer during rec
games; to eat and worship alongside everyone there. God gave me a
glimpse of his glory through all of these precious people.

What a worshipful, refreshing time TC was for me. | remain thankful
to have been entrusted with the responsibility and privilege of
sharing the Word of God and trying to help the students see Jesus
better. | beheld his glory during Teens Conference. | continue to pray
that God would grow whatever seed was planted and watered during
those few days into ever greater fruit, for His name’s sake. *
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Five Reasons Why We Are Still At
Teens Conference

Raymond and Genevieve Wong (TC16 volunteers)

It has been at least a decade since either of us could be called teenagers,
so why do we still participate in Teens Conference each year? Here are 5

reasons:

1. It’s more than the conference

Attending the conference for the first time in 1996, it was easy for Ray to
think that TC was all about the two, jam-packed days. That might still be
the experience for some teens attending today, but there is far (Still)
More that goes on leading up to and following the conference for every-
one.

2. It’s about discipleship

Our experience as mentor coaches for the Team Captains has given us
the remarkable privilege of walking alongside young people who desire
to grow in faith and love of Jesus Christ, and develop as servant leaders.
We do this for six months leading up to the conference — hopefully,
imparting experience and wisdom, but also being blessed by being a
part of a discipleship process. We know that other teams also place a
huge emphasis in this area.

3. God loves young people

God is on a relentless mission to show how much he loves us through his
Son, Jesus Christ. Especially, to young people who have questions about
their identities, worth, approval, and value. The gospel tells us that in
Jesus, we have the ultimate fulfillment of all these things. As volunteers
at TC, we simply join in the mission that God is already on to announce
the good news that our true Love has come.

4. Seeing the Body

Did you know that over 200 volunteers spend months preparing for the
conference? As volunteers at TC, we witness first-hand how members of
the Body of Christ come together to love and serve one another. We
may look mostly Asian, but volunteers come from all walks of life, and
from many denominational backgrounds. We are diverse and different;
what holds us together is not our common ethnicity, but our common
membership in the Body of Christ.

5. Our lives have been changed

We are sometimes skeptical about the long-term impact of a conference
like TC. But looking back to our younger years, we can both identify a
moment at TC when we encountered Jesus and our lives were changed.
Was it an emotional high? Maybe. But whatever you label it, the moment
was the most real experience we have ever had. Our lives were changed.
Our hope in coming back year after year, is that we can offer to young
people the opportunity to have a real encounter with Jesus like we had.

Raymond and Genevieve Wong have served in a variety of roles at Teens
Conference. Most recently, they have been part of the Captain’s mentor
coach team. They are the parents of the unofficial TC'16 Captain’s
mascot, Teddy. Raymond is currently answering a call to full-time

ministry. Follow their journey at learningshepherd.com. )
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RESTRUCTURING NEWS

Rev. Nelson Leung &N B ED

AFC Eastern Canada has restructured its
student works according to the three
languages since February. There is a team
leader in each language team. The Team
Leader for Cantonese Team is Timothy Chan,
for English Team is David Ooi, for Mandarin
Team is Steven Gong.
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AFC NEW STAFF

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Shalom! Thinking back on your life, was there
a person who made a significant impact on you? My name is Jessica, |
was very blessed to grow up in a Christian home, and during that time |
have met many people who had a great influence on me.

Thinking back, the most influential church activities to me were the
student fellowships I joined during my high school and university years.
If there weren’t anyone to guide me and walk with me in my faith during
the time | was lost as a youth, | would not have come to know, experi-
ence, and trust God. As a result | know young people need God in their
lives, and they also need other people to journey with them.

I have always felt burdened to share the Gospel with students. Being
with them makes me happy, and | enjoy growing with them. The
students and | are both seen as teachers and friends. | have served in the
student ministry for over 10 years, and have witnessed many changes in
the student’s lives as they have come to know Christ. Whenever | am
told that student ministry is a non-stop giving ministry, | always tell them
it is also one that is the most rewarding.

My vision for student ministry is not just about saving souls. | hope God
will use this ministry to rise up armies of soldiers, bearing God’s name,
and fight for Him in different areas in our society. As we draw near to the
end of days, our mission will become increasingly difficult. This year |
officially joined AFC in Canada as one of their student ministry associ-
ates, and have began to serve international students at Brock Univer-
sity. Please remember me and our staff in your prayers. Thank you, and

God bless! )’

Jessica joined the Mandarin Staff Team in April 2016 "
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Student Ministry Associate
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AFC DESIGNATE STAFF

Tim and Evelyn are approved to join the English Staff Team as Staff Designate. They will

be appointed as official staff once they achieve their fundraising goals.
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Hi my name is Tim, but people usually call me Tim Phan! Recently | have
completed my degree in Social Work at Ryerson. | love watching hockey,
reading history and theology! Most importantly | love to see people
changed by the love of God. Recently | have been observing what my
fellow coworkers are doing at AFC and in the field.

My passion for student ministries came about when | was also serving at
Teens Conference as a mentor coach for planning committee and at
Ryerson CCF. While | was in university, God had used my campus ministry to
sharpen my understanding and lifestyle as a follower of Christ. Through this
| have learned and explored on how to use my gifts and skills to serve my
local church. Despite the temporary time in university, | believe that the 4
years or so in postsecondary is a crucial life stage for many believers. While
serving in my fellowship when | was in school, | saw that the campuses are
more than just an institution but a mission field for us as Christians.

My challenge for the students and leaders alike is to live and see the gospel
as the bigger answer to our brokenness of the world! | personally value the
opportunity to equip and to build relationships, so that the students may
be empowered to build a stronger gospel centred campus ministry, and
thus building a stronger Global Church. As | begin my journey with AFC, |
look forward to seeing and hearing what God will be doing in the students
and in the campuses. All Glory to God! )’

Tim Phan &Kk 2

Designated Student Ministry Associate
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“This is what | want to do for the rest of my life.” Have you ever felt that
way? Growing up, | didn’t believe | could say that about anything. That is,
until the winter of 2014, at a weekend retreat hosted by the Chinese
Christian Fellowship at the University of Waterloo.

During the first night of the retreat, one of my small group members,
Annie*, shared her struggles of reconciling her sin with God’s holy
standards. She was full of anxiety and despair that she would never be
acceptable to God. On the second evening, | shared the gospel with her. At
first, she sat in silence. But, all of a sudden, understanding and joy lit up her
face: “I... 1 get it. | GET IT! GOD ACCEPTS ME THROUGH JESUS!” In that
moment, | knew that this was what | wanted to do for the rest of my
life—to serve others, especially students, so that they may come to know
the saving grace of Jesus through the gospel.

That is why | am grateful that God has given me the opportunity to be a
designated Student Ministry Associate here at AFC. When | was an under-
graduate student, God used the brothers and sisters at AFC to deepen my
understanding and experience of God’s grace — a result which has
multiplied to the other students that | met and interacted with on campus,
students like Annie. | believe that universities and colleges are fields ripe for
harvest, and | am excited to begin! P’

*This is not her real name.

Evelyn Mok Z3{fkEE

Designated Student Ministry Associate
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Compus ChO"enge 20" 6 At Campus Challenge 2016, we want to learn to S€e again. We want to re:Vision, to

see life and the world with fresh eyes in and through the Gospel of John. We want to
re:Vision the ministry of the Asian/Chinese Christian Fellowship (A/CCF) movement.
We want to see clearly the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ; so that in turn, the
AJCCF’s will display the glory of God on campuses across Ontario. Come and see!

Date: May 20th-23rd, 2016
: Place: Glendon Campus, York University
SEEING CHRIST QN CAMPUS Web: www.afccanada.org/cc
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Our vision is to train student leaders that already have a background in AFC's P'E'I' Summer MISSIon 20] 6

ministries and other church leaders that have a heart for missions, to go beyond their

comfort and cross-culturally reach out to international/new immigrant/refugee

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Bast
... PEI Mission
@i Team 2016

Duwee 28 — July 5 2076

Charlottetown m
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Ambassadors For Christ
N In Canada

students in Canada. This will start with the training process and will be followed up
with opportunities after the Youth Camp missions trip ends.

This year, the AFC student team will be partnered with the PEI student team to lead
the Youth Camp together. Thus creating a stronger bond between the two teams and

to encourage and empower local student leaders.

For more information, please visit www.afccanada.org/missions m Sumacrsideid
Or email lucy@afccanada.org o

Toronto City Missions 2016

This Summer, AFC will be partnering with an inner city mission organization
P’ Sl ’ B a5 s 4 called Toronto City Mission to assist them in running their SONshine Day

Camp in the Willowtree (North York area).
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There will be 2 different mission trip dates to choose from:
1. Monday, July 11 - Friday, July 15, 2016

Toronto Mission 2. Tuesday, August 2 - Friday, August 5, 2016

Team 2016
What we will be doing:
Team1: Monday, fuly11 - riday, fuly15 We will be assisting the TCM staff with running their summer camp which
Teamz: Tuesday, August2 -1 riday, Augusts includes: small group activities, games and sports activities,Bible lessons,

singing and a themed afternoon. The camp usually runs from 8am - spm.
Click here for more Info.

May 7 Student Rally with Dr. Christopher Wright
WHAT'S HAPPENING May 20-23 Campus Challenge
AT AEC IN June 24 - July 5 PE.l. Summer Mission
ﬁ MAY _ AU G July 11-15 Toronto City Missions part 1
August 2-5 Toronto City Missions part 2
TBD Frosh Connexion
TBD Integrity Dare
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