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Beyond the Labels - Integrity
Dare 2015 Letty Wong (Head of ID15)

Beyond the Labels. This year at ID we were privileged to partner with
Deep Waters to equip and speak into this generation on the topic of
journeying with the LGBTQ+ community. We recognize that this is an
area our students face on a daily basis - from leading their school
fellowships, publicly proclaiming their Christian identity to actually
sharing their faith to their peers in school. This relates to their
integrity and faith as a Christian as they wrestle with reconciling their
beliefs and the society’s “label” of Christians in the light of this topic.
There are so many questions of right or wrong, differing worldview
and confusing messages. We wanted to bring this topic in the light of
the gospel. Understanding from a Biblical perspective and equipping
the church to walk along side this generation.

We had an amazing time starting the conversation with over 200
students and counsellors. We are thankful for the partnership with
Deep Waters, who shared their personal testimonies and journey with
us, speaking into the lives of those who are trying understanding their
own identity, and challenging us to rethink how we as a church should
interact and reach this community. This is an area where there is a lot
of fear and miscommunication. It was exciting for us to spark conver-
sations, to be part of creating space for these communities, and to
boldly learn and to engage intentionally without fear. It was also
encouraging and humbling to see churches ready to take part. We are
so humbled to be in partnership to be able to serve a specific need of
students, and we are encouraged to keep being bold with the oppor-
tunities and platform we are given.

(Continued on next page...)
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It was not an easy journey to touch on the topic of LGBTQ4, as there
was fear and opposition. But God allowed us to see that HE himself is
Beyond the Labels. Even if there are those that aren’t ready for this
conversation, He is before us in equipping and planning. Looking
forward to what next year brings. Our prayer is that this conference

will be a place where deep topics is relevant to what this generation is
facing, and are taken on and spoken boldly upon in the light of the
Gospel without fear. We also pray that ID will bless the churches by
equipping and challenging the students together. 0

My journey within“The Label”

Anonymous

I am a young Christian male. | first realized | was attracted to guys at
the age of 9, when | was in grade 5. | know | was curious and naive
about homosexuality, but | did not give much more thought about it
for the next 10 years. Last year, | started university. | literally ignored
every ethics in life and began to do whatever | wanted. | have had
sexual interaction with other guys and | enjoyed it. However, at the
same time, | felt something was wrong.

I continued to attend the Chinese Christian Fellowship at my univer-
sity because | did not have a lot of friends. Whenever | was in
attendance, | felt like God was telling me to quit this lifestyle that |
was having. | really struggled at the time, but thank God for giving me
a group of amazing friends in CCF. Whenever | needed someone to
talk to, they were always by my side, encouraging me to stand strong
in God’s presence.

In February 2015, | went to my church fellowship retreat and the topic
was “Purity and Self-Identity”. During the retreat, the speaker
mentioned our purpose of life is not to live for ourselves, but to die for
someone else. In sacrifice we find real love, but there is also an
imitation of love - lust — and it fulfills our physical needs. That is not
love. The message really struck me and | realized that the previous
relationships that | had were nothing but lust. They were all empty. It
was almost as if God was giving me a second chance to follow Him
again. | know it was something | had to decide by myself, and very
painfully, | cut off the lusty relationship that | was having at the time.

One month after the church retreat, | dropped out of university to
move back with my parents. They gave me a stronger support on my
depression and struggles with sinful relationships. | felt God was very
far away because of all the sins | have committed. | woke up every day
worrying about my future because | did not believe God would guide
me through my life any more. But God is merciful. During my toughest
times my family supported me. They prayed with me every night and
taught me the word of God. Later, they also helped me transfer to
another university where | can commute from home. God did not give
up on me because of the sins that | have committed, and even
through the test and trials he continued to be by my side and provid-
ing me with the support | needed. (Continued on next page...)
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In October 2015, | attended AFC’s Integrity Dare conference. The topic
for discussion was LGBTQ+ (Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender
Queer). One of the pastors shared in his testimony that even though
some of us might be attracted to people of the same sex, it does not
mean that we have to act upon it. It got me reflecting on how | acted
on my desire for men in my previous university. God clearly said “that
each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy
and honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not
know God.” (1 Thessalonians 4:4-5) But | placed my own desire and
pleasure above Him. After attending Integrity Dare 2015, God opened
my eyes and helped me see that the “love” of homosexuality is
originated from sexual sins and can lead to serious consequences (like
contracting sexually transmitted diseases). | will never feel that
“love” is enough, and | will always want more. Now, even though |
still have this desire, | have learned to control my own body and not
let myself fall into this trap again.

For those who are currently struggling with same-sex attractions, |
want to tell you that you are not alone. | encourage you to fix your
eyes on our God, and do not let your lustful desires draw your focus
away. We are all brought into this world with a purpose, and the
purpose is to preach the Gospel but not to satisfy our own desires.

To end, although it is tough and sometimes painful, it is crucial for us
as Christians to live a holy and pleasing life to God. This is part of our
life and testimony. It is also essential that we bear witness to one
another, and help each other live out a life with integrity in the eyes of
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Introduction to Sheridan College

MCCF Steven Gong (AFC Student Ministry Associate)

During Campus Builders in May, 2014, a soon-to-be-wed couple Will
Chen and Elen Chin told me that have a burden for the campus in
Sheridan College. They wish to help establish a Mandarin Chinese
Christian Fellowship at Sheridan after they get married. In the past,
Campus Builders has inspired many students to start their own fellow-
ships on campus, as a result we agreed to help Will and Elen start
MCCF in Sheridan College. Will and Elen are members of OCAC
(Oakville Creekside Alliance Church), and OCAC provided tremendous
support in the process. Unlike what most people think, Sheridan
MCCF does not meet at OCAC, rather they meet at a Western church,
which is right across the road from Sheridan College. The reason
behind it is an accessible meeting location would help attract
students to the fellowship.

Sheridan MCCF began in September 2014, and it started with nothing.
For the past year many students attended the fellowship - at the
most there were 20 people, but there was also a time when the only
attendees were Will and Elen. A few students came to Christ under
their care, and have been attending church and fellowship. Although
| could not attend Sheridan MCCF every week, | act as a remote
advisor to help Will plan the fellowship logistics and programs. |
believe Sheridan MCCF will be a model for other schools in the future.
We pray that God will continue to raise Christians to join other campus
ministries and harvest together. »Q
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OCAD University MCCF

Lucy Ci (AFC Student Ministry Associate)

For those of you who are not familiar with OCAD University, OCAD
stands for Ontario College of Art and Design. It is an art college and it
is located at Downtown Toronto next to the Art Gallery of Ontario
(AGO). Currently there are about 4300 undergraduates and 28% of
them do not identify English as their first language. Majority of the
28% are international students from China. Many students at OCAD
face mental struggles, and as a result it has one of the highest suicidal
rates in Ontario. For the longest time, churches in the neighborhood
have been praying for a Christian Fellowship at the school.

By God’s Grace, during a non-related meeting, a Christian student
from OCAD got connected with a staff from AFC. She was interested
in starting a Christian Fellowship on campus. After meeting and
praying with the neighborhood churches, we confirmed our goals and
vision. On August 5, 2015, OCAD Mandarin Chinese Christian Fellow-
ship (OMCCF) held its first official fellowship. Praise the Lord, 10
people showed up — majority of them were Christians, and 6 of them
were OCAD students. The rest were AFC staff and supporters from
the neighborhood churches. Through games, Bible studies, and
personal sharing, we have established great bonding with the
students. Here are our prayer points:

1. Pray that God will raise up student leaders.

2. We need a stable student leadership in order to be eligible to apply
for school club status.

3. Pray for OCAD students. May God use OMCCF as salt and light,
bringing lost souls to Christ, and bear witness for Jesus. 0
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Stepping into 2016, we have updated our
website! Go check it out now at
www.afccanada.org
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Fanshawe College “Dawn 7”
Timothy Chan (AFC Student Ministry Associate)

“Dawn 7” was established by a group of Christian students at
Fanshawe College, London, Ontario. “Dawn” refers to the new
chapter of life most Chinese international students are experiencing —
whom are also the people that the fellowship serves. The mission of
the fellowship is to spread the Gospel to the Chinese international
students, and bring them to Christ. It all started in 2011, when God
touched 2 professors at the college to found The Fanshawe Chinese
Students Fellowship to outreach a group of students from China.
Through many social activities and individual visitation, they helped
the international students settle in Canada. In March, 2014, the fellow-
ship registered as a student group under the name Community
Bridging Club, and gradually some students took over the professor’s
missions.

This year, the group was renamed to “Dawn 7”. There are currently 7
student leaders who are responsible for all activities and organiza-
tion. Leaders from North Park Christian Community Church, which is
close to the school, supports the students in their campus ministries.
Staff from AFC also provides trainings and support according to the
student’s needs.

Prayer items
1. Praise God for the student’s motivation and taking the initiative for
campus outreach.

2. Pray for more student witnesses, both on campus and in “Dawn 7”.

3. Pray for spiritual growth and unity in serving.
4. Pray that God will continue to provide for Dawn 7, especially in
human resources. b’
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Thank you so much for supporting our staff and ministries over the last
financial year. Our staff who are serving on various campuses tell me
what a life changing difference your support is making.
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Your Annual Tax Receipt containing the tax deductible donations .
you made to AFC in Canada between 1 January - 31 December
2015 will be available soon. Before that, we would like to update
your preference of delivery. Please visit www.afccanada.org to
update your information.
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If you wish to continue receiving your receipts via snail mail (regular
mail), you do not need to do anything.

Yours sincerely,
Rev. Nelson Leung
Director of Ministry (AFC Eastern Canada)




Teens Conference 2016 - still MORE

HELBEIE 2016 - "EH,

Our theme this year is “Still More”. Branching from last year’s theme “It is
Finished”, this year we want to touch upon that, yes the act of salvation is
completed, but there’s still so much more. As we talked about last year, in the
completion of the act of salvation at the cross, we want to go deeper into the fact
that there is still more to grasp in the resurrection - the power displayed and the
implications of Christ’s victory over death. There is “Still More” for us to discover
in our walks and more for us together.

We are so excited that the student volunteer teams have all been selected and

have all already started planning and training together. We had over 200 students

apply to serve at this year’s TC. Please pray for all our teams as we are given this precious opportunity to journey with and disciple these student leaders.
Our heart is that TC is not just a four-day event that happens once a year. We want to see that these relationships and bond continue afterwards, to spur
one another on in each of our faith journey.

You have a chance to be part of this amazing conference to witness just how much more God has to offer us. Registration and Coaching opportunities have
started! Please go check us out at afccanada.orgjftc
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WHAT'S HAPPENING Dec 27-31 Urbana Conference @ St. Louis
AT AEC IN March 14-17 Teens Conference 16 (Senior & Junior)
ﬁ DEC _ MAY April 28 - May 1 Campus Builders
May 5 An Evening with Chris Wright on Students & Missions
May 20-23 Campus Challenge

ONGOING ACF / CCFs

|g| Discipleship trainings
EVE NTS High school afterschool programs
TC 16 Ministry teams recruitments & training
Campus Builders planning
Campus Challenge planning
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